
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

therefore I have continued my 

 faithfulness to you.  

~ Jeremiah 31:3b 
 

Love is a choice.  Love is a feeling.  The two are so closely 

related that they can be said to be intertwined.  They build 

and feed off of one another.  They reciprocate.  In John it 

tells us that God loved the world so much that He gave His 

only Son.  His affection for His creation compelled Him to 

act.  Jesus defined love in this way, that there is no greater 

love (in existence) than this, that someone would lay down 

their life for those they love.  The volition, or action, proves 

the extent of the feeling.  So, when God defines how we 

ought to understand love, He says, if you love Me, you will 

obey My Word (John 14:15).  The Bible also tells us where 

love originates, where it comes from; we love because He 

first loved us (1 John 4:19).  So, not only is love reciprocal, 

but it is responsive or reactionary.  We feel more love and 

affection as a response to the clear and obvious sense of 

God’s love for us.   
 
 

The point is this; God loves us.  He has spoken His love, and 

proved it with  His  self-sacrificing  action  by sending  His  

own Son to die on the cross on our behalf.  He has invited 

us to love Him back.  Responding to God’s love will 

require three things (at least).  The first is to act.  

Responding to God through obedience.   Agreeing with 

God about sin, forgiveness, and growing to become more 

Christlike.  The second thing should flow naturally from 

the first.  We will grow in our affection for Christ.  As our 

relationship with God grows (through obedience), our 

heart follows our action.  The third thing that happens is 

that our love for others grows.  Because God loves others 

and we are seeking to agree with God more and more, our 

love for others has to be the result.  This follows the same 

pattern.  It’s a choice.  We act.  We make a choice to treat 

others in right and respectful ways out of respect for God.  

As we do this more and more, our care and enjoyment of 

others should be the natural result.   

 

February is the month we celebrate and focus on love.  

My prayer is that we grow in love this month.  It starts 

with God and thankfully, it never stops.   

 
In Christ, 

 

Pastor Luke 

 

 

Total giving through 

1/22/23: 

$69,328.11        
 

Giving needed to meet  

2023 budget to date:  

$49,934.60 

    
 

 



 

KIDS CLUB MINISTRY 

 
 

 

 
 

 

E a s t e r  at  FBC! 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 



  

Refuge Student Ministry 
High School Refuge – High School students (9th-12th grade) meet on 

Sunday nights from 6-8pm, doors open at 5:45pm. We are continuing our 

topical studies, so come join us to learn how the Bible answers some tough 

questions. 

  

Jr. High Refuge – Junior High students (6th-8th grade) meet on Wednesday 

nights from 6:30-8:00pm, doors open at 6:15pm. 

  

Refuge Girls' Study - Girls in grades 6th and up are invited to join us 

Mondays from 6-7pm in the Enon Room for a small group study. We are 

studying "True Princess" by Erin Davis. Girls can join at any time. 

  

Boom Sisters - Girls in grades 6th and up are invited to join us at FBC in 

the Enon Room on Saturday, Feb. 11th from 10:00-11:30am. Britni Ewing 

will be teaching us how to make Valentine Cards. 

  

Bold Brothers - Boys in grades 6th and up are invited to join us on Sat., 

Feb. 11th from 10:00am-11:30pm here at the church in the Fellowship Hall. 

We’re going to have a Nerf battle, so bring your Nerf weapon of choice. 

  

Super Bowl Party – Junior High and High School students are invited to join 

us here at the church on Sunday, February 12th to watch the big game. 

Doors open at 5pm. Snacks and drinks provided. 

  

High School Outing – Save the Date! Sunday, February 19th we will be 

heading to the TBK Sports Complex in Bettendorf, IA for bowling and arcade 

fun. Sign-up coming soon! 

  

Junior High Game Night – Calling all 6th – 8th graders! Invite your friends to 

Refuge on Wed., Feb. 22nd. We’re filling the night with all kinds of games, 

including “Bring Me.” We’ll have pizza and snacks, too. You won’t want to 

miss it! 

  

FCA – Fellowship of Christian Athletes (FCA) meets each Thursday at 

7:15am in the Driver’s Ed Room at Mercer County High School. All High 

School students are welcome. Come for food and fellowship! 
 

 

A Note From our Youth Pastor Austin Shields! 
 

 “Hey Church, I wanted to thank each and every one of y’all who prayed and 
gave gifts to make my apartment a home! It’s been a huge blessing and I 
can’t thank y’all enough for always making me a part of your family! I promise 
to work hard serving the students, follow the Lord, and to seek forgiveness 
when I make mistakes.”  
 

- Austin Shields FBCA Youth Pastor 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Flourish Women’s Ministry 

 
 

  

 

Taught by Rhonda McKinley on Tuesdays beginning March 

7th at 2pm in the Enon Room. "How can I know when God is 

speaking to me?" In this exciting adventure, participants will 

discover how God spoke to Samuel, Samuel's response, and 

how He speaks to believers today; they will be encouraged to 

listen and respond to God's voice; and by listening to God's 

voice and obeying Him, women will experience spiritual 

growth, Christian discipline, and the desire to serve.   Sign up 

at firstbaptistaledo.com 

 
 

Women’s Classes Wednesday Night Live 

Wednesdays - February 1st - March 29th 

6:30-8pm @ FBC 

Growing Slow; A Journey to UnHurrying Your 

Heart & an off-site Verse by Verse   

Study of the Book of Matthew. 

See Women’s Class details on next page. 
 

Upcoming Retreats at Life Action Camp!  
   

 
 

THRIVE Women’s Retreat at  
Life Action Camp 

 April 21st-23rd     Cost is $100 Per Woman  
Schedules, responsibilities, deadlines, caring for the needs of 

others— our lives, as women, are filled with opportunities. 

Most days we wouldn’t have it any other way. But the stuff 

of life can leave us longing for more of what Jesus promised 

to give us.  “I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly (John 10:10).”  THRIVE is a weekend designed 

to help you experience more of Jesus—through His Word, 

worship, fellowship, fun, and incredible food (that you don’t 

have to cook!) Come join us! Because Jesus wants far more 

for you than to simply survive. More info at 

www.lifeactioncamp.com/thrive-womens-retreat/ 
 

 
JOURNEY Mother/Daughter Retreat at 

Life Action Camp - April 28th-30th 

Recommended for daughters age 8-13. 

Cost is $100 per Mom and $50 per daughter. 

It’s not every day that we have real, undistracted time to 

invest in our daughters – and yet, we Moms are among the 

most important influences on them.  What if you could set 

aside a special weekend with your daughter – to invest in her, 

to love her, to share unforgettable experiences with her, and 

to learn together about biblical womanhood? What might that 

mean for you?  And more importantly, what might that mean 

for HER?  That’s what Journey is all about – moms and 

daughters, learning, loving, and laughing together.  More info 

at www.lifeactioncamp.com/mother-daughter-retreat/ 
 

 
The Women’s Ministry of FBC helps cover part of the 

cost to attend these Retreats/Conferences. More 

information about the events can be found on the 

corresponding websites. Please register with the church at 

firstbaptistaledo.com, then housing and transportation will be 

coordinated. Deadline for registration is April 9 for THRIVE 

and April 16 for JOURNEY. More information and open 

registrations coming soon. Questions, please see Peggy 

Johnson or Crystal Clark. 

    

 

http://www.lifeactioncamp.com/thrive-womens-retreat/
http://www.lifeactioncamp.com/mother-daughter-retreat/


 

  

Wednesday Night Live 

What is Wednesday Night Live? 
 

WNL is a series of classes & programs for the whole family held 

at First Baptist.  WNL runs from Wednesday, Feb. 1st through 

March 29th, 2023 each Wednesday night from 6:30-8pm.    

 

All classes and programs are free to attend and open to the public 

so invite you friends to join us! Along with these adult classes, 

which high school students can participate in, we offer Kids Club 

for kids 3 years old through 5th grade and Refuge Student ministry 

for 6th-8th grade. Join online at firstbaptistaledo.com. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

You and Me Forever~Marriage in Light of Eternity by Francis and 

Lisa Chan.  Taught by Matt & Kerri Clark. 

Marriage is Great, But it's not Forever-This seven session Bible study 

series will challenge you to view your marriage like never before. This 

study will help you dive deeper into the content and explore themes like:  

        -While we cannot allow lesser things to destroy our marriages, we  

        also cannot allow marriage to distract us from greater things. 

-A jealous God asks us to pursue Him first and most. Then life makes 

sense, and everything falls into its proper place. 

-Love, laughter, and intimacy were all created to be enjoyed. So there 

is a way to love family deeply without ignoring heaven. 

-It all comes down to our focus. 

-Jesus was right. We have it all backwards. The way to have a great 

marriage is by not focusing on marriage. 

 

The Chosen – Season #3 – Taught by Pastor Luke - As the biggest 

crowdfunded project in TV history, The Chosen is the first-ever multi-

season show about the life of Jesus. This series allows viewers to see the 

life of Jesus through the eyes of those that knew Him. Follow the 

transformations of His followers through the ministry of Jesus as He 

journeys to change the world. 

 

A Women’s Study – Growing Slow-A Journey to UnHurrying Your 

Heart- by Jennifer Dukes Lee. Taught by Kim Quam - We want to 

believe that a slower life is possible, but are afraid of what we may miss 

out on if we don't keep up the frantic pace. This study invites us to dig 

deep into Scripture to reveal how land is a picture of good things grown 

slowly with God.  

 

Women’s Verse by Verse Study through the Bible Taught by Sheri 

Olson at Laurie Louck's home-612 NE 2nd Ave., Aledo. We are currently 

in the book of Matthew.  Join online at firstbaptistaledo.com 

 

Along with these adult classes, which high school students can participate 

in, we offer Kids Club for kids 3 years old through 5th grade and Refuge 

Student Ministry for 6th-8th grade. Join online at firstbaptistaledo.com. 
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Upcoming Events 

 

Betty Williams will celebrate her 100th birthday, 
next month on Sunday, March 5th, 2023.  Family 
and friends are invited to attend an open house in 
her honor from 1-3pm at First Baptist Church 
Aledo.  Your presence is requested as your 
present. 

 

Save the Date 

Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Event 
Date & Time: April 1st -  8:30AM – 4PM 

Location: Coram Deo Bible Church, Davenport, IA 

Who: Specific to men of all ages 13+ 

Keynote Speakers: Joe Martin & Stephen Kendrick 

 

The FBC Men’s Ministry is inviting men, 13 years and 

older, to attend Iron Sharpens Iron Men’s Conference 

on Saturday, April 1st at Coram Deo Bible Church 

Davenport.  The conference begins at 8:30am and ends 

at 4pm. We will meet at the church and carpool to the 

event. Keynote speakers will be Joe Martin and 

Stephen Kendrick. The cost, including lunch is $59 for 

adults and $43 for student ages 13-22. 

Iron Sharpens Iron men’s one-day equipping 

conference has been designed specifically to help you, 

as a man, better understand your spiritual journey and 

where you are on it, determine the one or two areas in 

your life that most need to be sharpened, and give you 

the skills, tools, and encouragement you need to make 

real progress in the coming year.  Online registration 

begins February 15th at Firstbaptistaledo.com.

 

 
 

Marsha and I would like to thank our church 

family for all the prayers, texts, calls and 

visits while I was in the hospital.  We 

appreciate you all so much.  We could have 

never gotten through it without our Heavenly 

Father.  We give all the Praise to Jesus. 

 

Thanks again, Bill & Marsha Loving  

& Family 

 

 

  

 Ladies, you are invited! 
 

 



 

  

More Upcoming Events 

 
 

 

 

Young Adult Group!   

Now meeting on Saturdays! 

 
Are you a young adult looking to connect with others in 

our community? If so, we invite you to stop by our new 

'Young Adult Group' gathering.  We are now meeting on 

Saturdays at 7pm.  Join us on Feb. 11th & Feb. 25th at 

Matt & Kerri Clark’s home – 2206-40th Ave. Aledo.  

 

We will have dessert & fellowship. What does it mean to 

be a young adult? Not in high school and not quite ready 

to hang out with the older adults.  No need to sign up just 

show up. Questions, call the church office at 309-582-

7812. 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Looking for Mercer County Food Pantry 

Volunteers!  Can you help? 
 

First Baptist has the opportunity to serve on the  

following dates at the Food Pantry in Aledo: 

Tuesday, April 25th – 5:30-7pm  

Friday April 28th – 8am-Noon 

Tuesday, Sept. 5th – 5:30-7pm & 

Friday, Sept. 8th – 8am-Noon. 

 

We need 2 volunteers for each day.  If interested, call 

the church office at 309-582-7812 or see Pam Ricke 

at the Welcome Desk to sign up. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Communion Sunday is Sunday, February 5th 
 

Communion Sunday is also the Sunday we remind you 

to bring a non-perishable food item for our Blessing 

Box if you are able. The items can be left in the pink 

tote in our lobby near the coat rack. The FBC Blessing 

Box is found on the east side of the back parking lot.  

It is open 24/7 for anyone in need.  Thanks for helping 

bless others in need in our community! 
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Stay Connected! 
 We are having In-person worship   at   8am   &    10:15am. 

Sunday School for all ages is at 9am along with a 
nursery for 0-2 years old. We have Kids Worship at the 
10:15am service as well as a nursery for babies 0-2 
years. 

 

 For  all the details about our  upcoming events and        
l ive streaming Visit First Baptist Aledo. com. 

 

 Listen to WRMJ 102. 3 at 10: 15am on the 1 s t -3rd 

Sundays & at 5: 10pm on the 4 t h and 5t h Sundays 
 

 Download the "Church Center App" from the App Store or 
Google Play and choose "First Baptist Church, Aledo, IL" to 
easily sign up for church events, check our church calendar, 
give online, watch sermons and receive important church 
notifications. 

 

 Find Us On Facebook. 
 

 Call the Church Office at 309.582.7812. 
 

Love Christ.             
Love Others. 

Think Biblically. 
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